
For more information about FDA’s funding needs or the Alliance for a Stronger FDA, please contact 

Ladd Wiley, lwiley@ofwlaw.com or Steven Grossman at sgrossman@strengthenfda.org.  

 

 
 

FDA regulates products that represent 20% of all consumer spending in the US (more than $2.4 trillion). 

This includes: 

 100% of drugs, biologics, medical devices, vaccines and personal care products, and  

 70% of the U.S. food supply.   

In doing so, it enjoys support from all of its stakeholders: consumers, patients, health professionals, 

retailers, distributers, and regulated industries. FDA also commands bipartisan support in Congress. 

 

As the FDA Commissioner has repeatedly said: FDA can do more if given more resources. Consistent 

with this, the President’s FY 19 budget request includes new initiatives that would require more than 

$400 million dollars in additional taxpayer funding for FDA.   

 

FDA would use the additional $400 million in medical product funding proposed by the President to 

strengthen the systems that guide and support agency decision-making and stimulate innovation. Among 

the items proposed: 

 improvements in drug and device manufacturing,  

 advances in the use of real world evidence in medical product development,  

 a knowledge management system to improve regulatory decisionmaking,  

 a new regulatory framework for digital health technology,  

 enhancements to research on rare diseases, and 

 new systems to speed the introduction of cost-saving generic drugs.   

 

There are also opportunities--not realized in the Administration’s budget proposal--to do more to 

enhance the safety of our nation’s food supply. For this we recommend an additional $50 million for the 

food safety programs at FDA. Among other purposes, monies are needed for:  

 technical assistance for growers and other regulated parties,  

 strengthening the states’ ability to function as partners in FSMA implementation, and  

 advancing import safety and foreign and domestic port inspections to ensure that consumer 

health and safety is protected and U.S. producers enjoy a level playing field. 

 

ABOUT THE ALLIANCE 

 

The Alliance for a Stronger FDA unites a broad group of patient groups, consumer advocates, 

biomedical research advocates, health professionals and industry to educate policymakers on the 

importance of FDA’s work and to increase FDA appropriations.    

The Alliances “ask” for FDA for FY19: at least $3.294 billion in BA funding: 

   $2.812 billion (FY 18 final BA appropriations for FDA)  

+ $   432 million (the funds associated with new program initiatives in the President’s request,  

+ $     50 million in additional food safety funding (Alliance request not in the President’s request) 

 

Plus……monies set aside for 21
st
 Century Cures initiatives:   

$  70 million in 21
st
 Century Cures funds (pre-funded from offsets in mandatory programs) 
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