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FDA Has Been Protecting Public Health  
for Over a Century 
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The Food and Drug 

Administration’s (the FDA’s) 

roots can be traced back to 

the 1906 Pure Foods and 

Drug Act, which was passed 

in response to public outrage 

at the shockingly unhygienic 

conditions in the Chicago 

stockyards – described in 

Upton Sinclair’s book, The 

Jungle. 
 



FDA Ensures Consumers Have Safe Foods 
and Safe and Effective Medical Products 
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FDA Stops Bad Actors from  
Threatening Public Health 
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Today, FDA Regulated Products Comprise 
 . . . 20% of Consumer Spending 
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Human 
drugs and 
biologics 

Dietary 
supplements  

Pet food 

Cell phones, 
microwaves, 

fluorescent lamps, 
laser products 

Animal 
feed and 

drugs 

Cosmetics/ 
personal care 

products 

80% of 
nation’s food 

supply 

Medical 
devices 



FDA’s Mission Has a Global Reach 

5 

 

Food 
• 80% of seafood eaten domestically comes from outside the U.S. 

• Nearly 50% of fresh fruits and 20% of vegetables are imported 

• 10-15% of all food consumed by U.S. households is imported 
 

Devices 
• Medical device imports have grown at over 10% per year from 

2005 to 2011 

• Half of all medical devices used in the U.S. are imported 

 

Drugs 
• 80% of pharmaceutical ingredients used in the U.S. are 

manufactured  abroad 

• 40% of finished drug products are manufactured abroad 



FDA Has Massive Food Safety  
Oversight Responsibilities  

FDA regulates  

 80% of food products sold in America* 

 $417 billion worth of domestic food 

 $49 billion worth of imported foods 

 377,000 registered food facilities, including  

• About 154,000 domestic facilities  

• About 223,000 foreign facilities 
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* The remaining 20% are the regulated through the food safety activities of 
the US Department of Agriculture, primarily regulation of meat and poultry. 



 

• Annual cost of foodborne illnesses 

• On average $1,626 per case 

 

• Number of deaths attributable to foodborne  
illnesses each year 

… At a Time When Effective Food Safety 
Oversight is More Critical than Ever 
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3,000 

$75 billion 

• Estimated number of foodborne illnesses each year 

• Equivalent of 1 in 6 Americans 48 million 

• Number of hospitalizations attributable to  
foodborne illnesses 128,000 



FDA Has Responsibility for a  
Wide Variety of Medical Products 

FDA Ensures the Safety and Effectiveness of  
Thousands of Medical Products, such as… 
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Prescription drugs 

GENERIC DRUGS Over-the-counter drugs 

IMPLANTABLE MEDICAL DEVICES 

Robotic prosthetics Diagnostics 

Simple bandages IMAGING MACHINES 

Sunscreens 



FDA-Approved Products Provide 
Tremendous Value 

• Since the approval of anti‐retroviral treatments (ART) in 1995, 
the AIDS death rate has dropped by more than 80% 

HIV 

• Advances in medicine helped cut deaths from heart disease by 
30% between 2001 and 2011, according to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 

Heart Disease 

• Since 1980, life expectancy for cancer patients has increased 
by about 3 years; 83% of those gains are attributable to new 
treatments; and the number of cancer survivors living in the 
U.S. increased from 3 million in 1971 to 14 million today, 
according to the American Cancer Society 

Cancer 
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FDA is Vital to the U.S. Economy 

Jobs 

• 800,000 workers 
employed by U.S. 
biopharmaceutical 
industry  

• 400,000 workers 
employed by U.S. 
medical device 
manufacturers 

• 1.2 million workers 
employed by U.S. 
food industry 

Exports 

• $50 billion in annual 
exports by U.S. food 
industry 

• $50 billion in annual 
exports by U.S. 
biopharmaceutical 
industry 

R&D 

• $48.5 billion in R&D 
conducted by U.S. 
biopharmaceutical 
industry (20% of all 
R&D conducted by 
businesses in the 
U.S.) 
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FDA Has Oversized Responsibilities,  
But an Undersized Budget  
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FDA must fulfill its critical mission 
on a relatively small budget 

 

 
$2.75 billion 

 
 

$2.5 billion 

U. S. Food and Drug 

Administration 

Montgomery County, MD, 

School Board 

Proposed budget 
for FY 2017 

Appropriated budget 
for FY 2017 



FDA is Worth Additional Investment  
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Each American currently invests  
only about 

 

$8 
 

per year in FDA 



A strong FDA benefits all Americans: 
Patients, consumers, health professionals, and industry 

... and the whole world benefits, too. 

 
For more information, contact: 

Ladd Wiley, Executive Director 

lwiley@StrengthenFDA.org 

202-887-4083 

Steven Grossman, Deputy Executive Director 

sgrossman@StrengthenFDA.org 

301-539-9660 
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