
 

 

 

 

Date:  November 4, 2015 

To:  Alliance Membership 

From:  Ladd Wiley, Steven Grossman and Tony Curry 

Re: Action Request:  Letter to House and Senate Agriculture Appropriations 
Subcommittees Regarding FDA’s FY 16 Appropriated Funding 

The House and the Senate Agriculture Appropriations Subcommittees are currently formulating 
their FY 16 appropriated budget level requests for the Food and Drug Administration (FDA).      

As indicated in our all-member telephone call on Tuesday, we are asking Alliance members to 
send a letter in support of FDA funding on behalf of your organization to the chairs and ranking 
members of the subcommittees.  It is important that you individualize your letter to your 
organization.  To assist in preparation of your organization’s letter, we provide the following 
guidance below:  

• Address the letter to the Chairmen and Ranking Members of the Agriculture 
Appropriations Committee.  The addresses are below. 

The Honorable Jerry Moran 
Chairman 
Subcommittee on Agriculture, Rural 
Development, Food and Drug Administration, 
and Related Agencies 
Committee on Appropriations 
United States Senate  
Washington DC 20510 

The Honorable Robert Aderholt 
Chairman 
Subcommittee on Agriculture, Rural 
Development, Food and Drug Administration, 
and Related Agencies 
Committee on Appropriations 
United States House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

The Honorable Jeff Merkley 
Ranking Member 
Subcommittee on Agriculture, Rural 
Development, Food and Drug Administration, 
and Related Agencies 
Committee on Appropriations 

The Honorable Sam Farr 
Ranking Member 
Subcommittee on Agriculture, Rural 
Development, Food and Drug Administration, 
and Related Agencies 
Committee on Appropriations 



United States Senate  
Washington DC 20510 

United States House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

 

• Topline Ask: As you work to finalize the FY 2016 Agriculture Appropriations budget, 
we respectfully urge you to make increased appropriated funding for the United States 
Food & Drug Administration a national priority.  
 
Specifically, we are requesting $2.8 billion for the FDA’s FY 16 budget authority 
appropriation. This amount is $200 million above FY 15 funding, about $160 million 
above currently proposed House/Senate FY 16 funding, and $52 million above the 
President’s FY 16 request. 
 

• Outline Why Increased FDA Funding in the 2016 Fiscal Year Appropriations Cycle 
is Important to Your Specific Organization and Why FDA Funding Should be a 
National priority:  (curing a particular disease, accelerating drug and device approvals, 
ensuring food is safe, driving innovation in the life sciences; increasing import safety).  
 

• FDA is in Need of Further Funding.  Emphasize core Alliance message points 
highlighted below: (diminished resources and increasing workload; erosion in public 
health protection; slowed innovation at patient expense; competitive disadvantage 
internationally; implement new laws, such as FSMA).  
 

• Additional Messaging Points.  Your message should focus on why FDA is important to 
your organization, and why your organization believes FDA’s funding should be 
increased.  Below are some general themes you might want to cover, as well: 

 
o FDA’s mission is to protect the health and safety of Americans.   FDA touches the 

lives of every American multiple times every day. It is responsible for 100% of drugs, 
vaccines, medical devices, and cosmetics and 80% of the nation’s food supply. 
Altogether, 25% of all U.S. consumer spending is on FDA-regulated products.  As 
Congress considers funding for the FY16 cycle, we request that Congress take into 
account the broad and significant responsibilities of the FDA. 

 
o FDA’s public health mission is vital and growing and Congress continues to pass 

FDA legislation.   Multiple new laws since 2009 involve major expansions of agency 
responsibilities, among them: food safety, biosimilars, drug and device innovation 
and safety, and pharmacy compounding.   

 
 Food Safety Modernization Act (FSMA).  In 2010, Congress mandated a complete 

overhaul of the philosophy, procedures and programs by which FDA works to assure 
food safety in 80% of the nation’s food supply.  To date, FDA has not been provided 
with sufficient resources to implement the law, and we encourage Congress to 
consider these needs as it considers the FY16 budget. 

 



 21st Century Cures Act.   In July, the House of Representatives passed the 21st 
Century Cures Act, legislation which is intended to speed and improve the process for 
approving innovative drugs and medical devices.  The Senate is working on parallel 
legislation. We encourage Congress to fund a number of mission and program 
expectations being placed on FDA that will occur regardless of whether a bill 
becomes law. 

 
o Globalization and scientific complexity require FDA to expand its activities each 

year.  Inspections at U.S. ports-of-entry are critical, but ultimately less than 2% of 
shipments can be inspected. To protect U.S. consumers, FDA has increased 
inspections overseas and established global networks to improve the standards and 
quality of products entering the U.S.  

 
To address greater scientific complexity, FDA now spends more time working with 
sponsors, must devote more time to every application and is committed to enhancing 
innovation. Ultimately, that complexity and FDA’s efforts result in better drugs, 
vaccines and devices for the American people.  

 
o The agency’s mission is “at risk.”  More than 80% of FDA’s budget is devoted to 

staff-related costs. If the agency budget fails to grow:  
 

 food will be less safe and consumers put at risk,  
 drug and device reviews will be slower, conflicting with promises made to consumers 

and companies, 
 problems with imports and globalization will become more numerous, and   
 critical efforts to modernize the agency and improve its support for innovation will 

stall.  
 
 
Please send your letters to the Alliance staff (acurry@akingump.com) by Friday, November 6.    
 
We will aggregate all of the letters from Alliance members and transmit them to the House and 
Senate Agriculture Appropriations Subcommittees.  
 
If you have any questions, please contact Ladd Wiley at (202) 549-3595 or Steven Grossman 
(301-539-9660). 
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