
 

 

 

 
 

May 24, 2011 
 
 
 
The Honorable Harold Rogers   
Chairman 
Committee on Appropriations 
United States House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 

 
The Honorable Norm Dicks  
Ranking Member 
Committee on Appropriations 
United States House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 

The Honorable Jack Kingston 
Chairman 
Subcommittee on Agriculture, Rural 
Development, Food and Drug 
Administration, and Related Agencies 
Committee on Appropriations 
United States House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 

The Honorable Sam Farr 
Ranking Member 
Subcommittee on Agriculture, Rural 
Development, Food and Drug 
Administration, and Related Agencies 
Committee on Appropriations 
United States House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

 

Dear Chairman Rogers, Ranking Member Dicks, Subcommittee Chair Kingston and 
Subcommittee Ranking Member Farr: 

Please insert name of your organization  is writing to express deep concern about the proposed 
funding cuts for the Food and Drug Administration contained in the House Agriculture 
Appropriations Subcommittee FY 2012 mark up.  Under the proposed bill, FDA funding would 
be cut by $285 million from its FY 11 level of $2.457 billion.  
 
Please explain how FDA funding cuts impact your organization.  If you are a patient, 
consumer, or professional organization, please explain how FDA impacts patients and 
consumers.  If you are an industry organization, please explain how your industry relies on FDA 
and that unstable funding will not help the FDA make science-based, and predictable decisions. 

 
FDA is a critically important agency.  Please pick wording (not verbatim) from the following 
themes:  
 

Breadth: FDA is a pre-eminent public health agency that assures that our food supply is 
safe and that drugs, vaccines and medical devices are safe and effective. Its mandate 
includes a number of other important public health purposes from over-the-counter drugs 
to pet food, from bottled water to dietary supplements and from cosmetics to standards 
for radiation-emitting devices, such as cell phones. Multiple times every day, Americans 



 

 

use products for which FDA has oversight responsibilities. There is no back-up if the 
agency isn’t there. 

 
Impact: FDA oversees nearly 25% of all consumer spending—assuring safe foods, safe 
and effective medical products, etc. The economic impact of the industries and products 
the agency oversees is enormous—and have the potential to lead growth in our economy 
and job development.  Unlike other regulatory agencies, a strong FDA is welcomed by 
the industries it oversees.  

 
Funding Needs: FDA has been severely underfunded for decades. Funding is needed to 
catch up with globalization and the increasing complexity of science. Nanotechnology is 
just one example of new science that is developing into job growth and a plus for 
economy. It is equally important to appreciate how much the FDA-regulated industries 
are growing, which requires more FDA resources to keep up.  

 
FDA’s job is much like national defense—essential to our nation’s well-being….and 
providing protection that is apt to be taken for granted until a crisis occurs. Even with 
economic pressures to decrease the deficit, now is not the time to cut the FDA. It would 
be short sighted for the American public and the growth of industries that want a strong 
FDA.     

 

FDA is in dire need of further funding to carry out its increasing public health responsibilities 
and to advance medical progress, improve patients’ lives and ensure Americans have a safe food 
supply. 

 

 

cc: Members of the House Appropriations Committee 
 Members of the House Subcommittee on Agriculture, Rural Development, Food and Drug 
 Administration, and Related Agencies 

 

 


