
7918 Jones Branch Drive McLean, VA 22102 1-703-752-8881 
 

        July 15, 2010 
 
 
The Honorable Kathleen Sebelius 
U.S. Department of Health & Human Services  
200 Independence Avenue, S.W.  
Washington, DC 20201 
 
Dear Secretary Sebelius:  
 
As you develop the President’s budget for Fiscal Year 2012, we urge you to make the Food and 
Drug Administration (FDA) a major priority by including at least a 20 percent increase for the 
agency over Fiscal Year 2011 levels.   
 
As the nation’s leading seafood trade association, National Fisheries Institute (NFI) places food 
safety and supporting the FDA’s efforts to protect public health at the top of our priority list.  As 
providers of healthy seafood to American families, NFI depends on consumer confidence in our 
food safety system.  The combined efforts of private sector programs and the FDA safety net 
delivers that confidence.  NFI members have a long history of working collaboratively with the 
federal government to ensure the wholesomeness of our products, including being early 
supporters and adopters of the Hazard Analysis and Critical Control Point initiative.  We have 
seen the success of this public-private partnership. 
 
The cornerstone of an effective federal food safety program is a strong FDA.  NFI supports 
enhanced funding for FDA and development of a risk-based system of food protection.  NFI 
believes FDA should reduce the points at which food safety challenges can occur, at both the 
exporter and importer level.  For example, FDA should develop a preventative approach that 
stops problems at their source, rather than at U.S. borders.   
 
As Congress moves to pass comprehensive food safety legislation, we ask that you consider the 
impact of implementing these new rules will have on the agency’s funding.  FDA, especially in 
the area of food safety, has earned significant and needed budget increases in the past few years. 
However, the effort to get FDA back on firm financial footing will be lost without increased 
funding next year.   
 
Thank you for your leadership on this important issue. 
 

 
John Connelly 
President 
 


